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MINUTES OF CHRISTLETON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Tuesday, 1st May, 2018 at 7.30 pm 

At Christleton Methodist Church Hall 

 

UNSIGNED 

 

Present: Cllr Pauline Pratt, Simon Kent, Susan Robson, Janet Brown, Elizabeth Inall & Peter Scullion 

In Attendance: Sue Thwaite (Clerk) Stewart Phillips (member of the public) 

To Elect Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

1. Nominations for the position of Chairman and Vice-Chairman were called for:- 

Cllr Simon Kent nominated Cllr Pauline Pratt for the position of Chairman and this was 

seconded by Cllr Susan Robson  Cllr Pratt nominated Cllr Simon Kent as Vice-Chairman and 

this was seconded by Cllr Susan Robson 

2. Cllr Pratt accepted the position of Chairman and Cllr Kent accepted the position of Vice-

Chairman and the meeting began. 

To Receive Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

3. Cllr Pratt as Chairman completed and signed her declaration of acceptance of office and this 

was also signed by the Clerk. 

Apologies 

4. Apologies were received from Cllr Peter Tonge (prior commitment). 

To receive Chairman’s Annual Report 

5. The Chairman presented his report which included the following: 

Membership 

6. Membership of the Parish Council remains below the designated strength, meaning that the 

Council starts its 2018-2009 year with two vacancies. 

Planning 

7. This year the village had two major planning applications.  Beechmoor Nurseries and 

Christleton Law College (Christleton Hall) the Parish Council put in detailed objections to both 

of these applications.  The Beechmoor Nurseries site was rejected by the Planners but 

Christleton Law College went to the Planning Committee of Cheshire West & Chester Council 

who rejected it by 10 votes to one.  We await developments on this application. 

8. The Parish Council also continued to consider each planning application made in the Village 

and, where it deemed it appropriate to do so, submitted comments to the planning 

authority. 

 

Traffic & Road Safety 

9. A further survey of the 20mph zone was carried out in November 2017.  CWAC is currently 

assessing the results along with those of all other 20 mph speed limit areas and have 

indicated that we should receive feedback in the summer. 

10. A survey using the Speed Indicator Display (SID) belonging to Littleton Parish Council was 

undertaken.  The survey indicates that the 20mph limit is largely being ignored and this 

information has been passed to CWAC and the Police to carry out enforcement action. 

11. The Parish Council has carried out a survey into parking in the centre of the Village and has 

asked local businesses to use the ‘toast rack’ before parking around the village green but this 

generally has not been followed. 
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12. Two members of the Parish Council had a meeting with the Bridge Club regarding problems 

with parking.  It was suggested to them that they bring forward the time for their sessions on 

Wednesday so that their vehicles leave the village before the school finishes.  We are still 

awaiting their response. 

13. Until the results of the CWAC Traffic Survey are received, along with any commitment or 

otherwise for funding, further consideration of any speed reduction measures or a one way 

system is on hold. 

14. Following the very successful campaign against speeding and HGVs during the night on the 

A41, the Police will be repeating this activity regularly. 

Allotments 

15. The takeover of Boughton Heath Allotments continued to run smoothly and all the plots are 

now occupied.  There are a few names on the waiting list. 

Christleton Schools 

16. The Parish Council continues to have regular meeting with the High School and these have 

proved to be mutually beneficial 

Attendance at Saturday Market and Open Morning 

17. The Saturday Morning Markets have been abandoned because of lack of interest by 

parishioners. 

18. The Annual Open Morning was held in April, and showcased the work of many organisations 

within the village 

Website 

Mr Malcolm Pratt (Cllr Pratt’s husband) has been kind enough to continue maintaining the 

Parish Council Website throughout the year 

The Pit 

The Pit Group have been very busy this year.  They have finished installing the coir rolls, 

fitted the new fishing platforms and have installed a wheel chair friendly path to the fishing 

platform.  They are now replacing the grass and paths on the Dixon House side of the Pit. 

Memorial to Margaret Croston 

19. The Parish Council has installed a new planter on the village green in memory of Margaret 

Croston, a previous Chairman of the Parish Council, in memory of her contribution to the 

village of Christleton 

THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

20. I would like to thank all my fellow councillors for their support and hard work over the last 

year.  In particular I would like to thank; 

 Cllr Luke Henley for the work he put into the planning applications at Beechmoor 

Nurseries and Christleton Law College. 

 Cllr Simon Kent for the work he has done in relation to the traffic problems in the 

village. 

 Cllr Janet Brown for her “green fingers” the village always looks attractive. 

21. I would also like to thank the Cheshire West and Chester Councillors Stuart and Margaret 

Parker for their continuing and unfailing support. 

22. Above all I would like to thank the Parish Clerk, Susan Thwaite, who has continued her 

excellent work. 

Resolved: The Chairman’s report was accepted unanimously 

23. The full report can be viewed on the parish council minutes page on the website under 

supporting papers.  

Financial Report 

24. The Financial Report was received and accepted unanimously by all members subject to the 

following amendment “To remove from income the sum of £1000 dredging income as this 
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was in fact a transfer from the Parish Council main account to the dredging fund “  The report 

gave a breakdown of income and expenditure for the financial year 2017/2018. 

Resolved: The financial report was accepted unanimously 

25. The full report can be viewed on the parish council minutes page on the website under 

supporting papers. 

26. Discussion took place regarding the Dredging Fund which currently stands at just over £9,000 

with further £1,000 transfer to be effected in the coming weeks.  It was: 

Resolved:  To look into way of investing the fund into an investment vehicle to generate a 

higher return than is currently being achieved. 

Action: The Chairman and Clerk will look into this matter and report back to the Council with 

the results. 

REPORTSFROM REPRESENTATIVES 

Christleton Primary School Governor 

27. There are currently 212 children on roll (January 2018) in seven classes, supported by over 25 

staff and a proactive and very supportive Governing Body and PTA. 

28. During the last year the school as worked hard to develop its provision and make the most 

effective use of its finances.  The school continues to provide a broad and balanced 

curriculum. 

29. Apart from the curriculum the school in the past year has had themed weeks, many visitors 

to the school taken part in many outside activities and had residential visits to Beeston, 

Marle Hall and the Conway Centre. 

30. The children have taken part in many charitable events. 

31. The school has introduced ‘Learning Powers’ to make children aware of themselves as a 

learner.  This has helped the children to become more resilient and independent. 

32. The school also introduced the daily mile.  This made use of the track on the school field to 

ensure that the children had daily exercise supporting the health of the mind and body.  The 

children awareness is further enhanced through the health week which occurs during the 

summer term. 

33. The school has worked hard this year to develop learning within the outdoor environment.  

With money raised by the PTA the school was able to construct an outdoor teaching 

environment, which is utilised throughout the year primarily to deliver forest school 

teaching. 

34. To ensure the safety of the children and eliminate damage to school equipment being caused 

by unidentified individuals using the site out of hours, the school took the decision to secure 

the site in the evening and at weekends. This has significantly reduced the occurrence of 

antisocial behaviour taking place on the school grounds and ensured that the school’s 

equipment is protected for the use of its pupils.  

Resolved: The Primary School report was accepted unanimously. 

35. The full report can be viewed on the parish council minutes page on the website under 

supporting papers. 

John Sellers Trust 

36. A meeting of the Trust was held on 16th November 2017 the fund currently stands at 

£5,813.50, it was agreed to donate £400 to Christleton Pre-School to be used for educational 

purposes.  Any further donations to be decided at the next meeting on 24th May, 2018.  The 

Croston Family kindly send a cheque in memory of Margaret and since this meeting Rev. 

Malcolm Cowan has resigned and we are awaiting the appointment of a new Rector 

Village Assistant Annual Report 

37. Considering the number of High School pupils who walk and cycle into and out of the village 

the amount of litter they leave behind has certainly diminished in recent years.  Although, 
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there are some who deposit it over hedges and walls into people’s gardens.  The seat and 

area adjacent to the Ring O Bells car park is still a hot spot.  I thank Sheena the pub cleaner 

who assists with this issue.  This year the biggest litter problem has been the Playing Field car 

park where “nightly events” take place. 

38. During the winter months irregular emptying of play area bins has caused overflowing 

together with vandalism to the bike track bin has meant inconvenience.  Around these areas I 

still see evidence of smoking illegal substances plus the occasional nitrous oxide capsules. 

**Please note due to a physical condition and last winter being the longest winter for years I 

have worked reduced hours. 

Vandalism: 

39. Apart from the litter bin at the bike track and some seats overlooking the pit nothing else 

observed. 

Traffic:  

40. The noise from the A55 flyover has reduced after an expansion joint was filled and resurfaced 

in December.  This won’t permanently solve the problem.  Small percentage of vehicles obey 

traffic speeds but pot holes may make a contribution to this. 

Grass cutting: 

41. This is done less frequently and last year at times was not cut until almost knee high.  It looks 

as if this year will remain same. (It is the grass that is the responsibility of CWAC and not the 

Parish Council’s groundworker). 

42. Earlier this month the litter bin at junction of Village Road and Quarry Lane has disappeared. 

Resolved: The Village Assistants report was accepted unanimously. 

43. The full report can be viewed on the parish council minutes page on the website under 

supporting papers. 

 

OPEN FORUM 

There were comments brought up at the Public Forum. 

 

Meeting closed at 7.45 pm        CPC 01/05/18 

 


