
MINUTES OF KING GEORGE’S ORDINARY TRUSTEE MEETING 

Held on t Tuesday, 9th May 2019 at 7.30 pm 

At Christleton Methodist Church Hall 

SIGNED 

Present: Cllrs Luke Henley (Chairman), Simon Kent, Kate Sinclair, Mike McGarva, Janet Brown, John 

Beckett, John Eccles, Damian Murphy 

In Attendance:  Sue Thwaite (Clerk), outgoing Chairman Pauline Pratt & CWAC Cllr Stuart Parker 

Apologies Cllrs Susan Robson & Elizabeth Inall (away from home) 

Cllr Henley once again thanked Pauline Pratt for her years of service on King George’s Trust and her 

hard work and dedication during her term in office. 

To receive Chairman’s Annual Report for King George’s Fields Trust for 2018/2019 

Introduction 

1. I am pleased to present the Chairman’s Report for 2019 for the Trustee of King George’s 

Field, Christleton.  

The Trustee  

2. The Trustee is Christleton Parish Council.  However, in view of the original intention of the 

trust to benefit the ‘five parishes’ of Christleton, Littleton, Rowton, Cotton Edmunds and 

Cotton Abbotts, the Trustee acts through a sub-committee to which representatives of 

Littleton and Rowton Parish Councils have been invited, known for convenience as “King 

George’s Field Trustees”.  In practice, only Littleton Parish Council has sent representatives.  

The Trust  

3. The Trust is of 4.07 hectares of land close to Christleton Pit which is part of the National 

Memorial to His Late Majesty King George V and is to be used as a public recreation ground 

or playing field for the benefit of the inhabitants of the five parishes.  

4. The larger part of the holding is leased to Christleton Sports Club.  The remainder consists of 

a Play Area for young children, known as Little Heath Play Area, a Bike Trail constructed in 

2014, and a grassed area known as the First Field.  

5. The Trust has no financial endowment.  It receives rent from the Sports Club. This is not 

enough to cover the running costs, so most of its expenses are met by a grant from 

Christleton Parish Council’s general fund, and therefore indirectly from the Parish Precept. 

Activities in 2018–2019 

6. The Little Heath Play Area continued to be popular, apparently attracting families from all 

over Chester.  The Trustees conducted routine inspections and minor maintenance of the 

Play Area.  Some repairs to the equipment have proved necessary.  The sand and play bark 

were topped up with volunteer labour from the trustees and others for which the trustees 

were very grateful. The Bike Track remains very popular and has not needed any 

maintenance work this year. 

7. The Trustee was approached by Christleton Pre School to see if it was feasible to build a 

purpose-built building on part of the first field, as they were unable to progress with Ofsted 

on their present site.  Cllr Inall was tasked with exploring this possibility, but the Charity 

Commission and Fields in Trust indicated that this was possible according to the Trust. 

Acknowledgements  

8. Acknowledgments are due to the Parish Clerk, Susan Thwaite, who has also acted as 

Secretary to the Trustees and ensured that all is kept in good order and to Cllr Inall for her 

work regarding the Pre School. 

 

 

 

 



KING GEORGE’S TRUSTEE MEETING 

Minutes of the last Meeting 

9. The Minutes of the King Georges Trustee Meeting held on Tuesday, 2nd April 2019 were 

approved and signed as a true and correct record. 

King George’s Field/Christleton Sports Club 

Report on communications with Sports Club 

10. The Clerk reported the damage caused by a lorry delivering to the Sports Club, to a large 

branch on a tree by the play area car park.  This was removed by ex-councillor Peter Tonge 

immediately to avoid any potential danger. 

11. There were problems with vehicles parking along Little Heath and in the play area car park 

when there was a football match taking place at the Sports Club.  Complaints were received 

by the Trustee with Marshall’s not allowing access for residents living in Little Mere. 

12. The Sports Club confirmed that they had been requested to provide marshalling of traffic 

when large sporting events were taking place, and congestion was caused by the lack of 

passing places on the drive up to the Club. 

13. It was reported that the areas of verge by the bike track left without fencing was required for 

the refuse lorry, when emptying the waste bin, to be able to turn their vehicle round. 

14. Following discussion, it was: 

Resolved:  To monitor the situation during the summer months and consider costs of 

installing alternative surface should this be found necessary. 

Monthly Inspection Reports 

Little Heath Play Area 

15. There was nothing to report at this meeting. 

To amend Monthly Inspection Rota for LHPA 

16. The Clerk will review the play area inspection rota to include all the new members and email 

it when completed. 

Bike Track 

17. There we no issues at the bike track this month 

Finance 

18. The following expenditure was approved. 

Payments    £ Act Cheque 

No: 

Rob Pierce – Groundwork Maintenance  550.00 Open Spaces Act 1906 142 

Play Inspection & Maintenance Services – 

Repair to Sand Digger at LHPS (replacement for 

chq no: 140 – returned by bank incorrect date 

on cheque (post-dated) 

210 00 Open Spaces Act 1906 143 

INCOME     

BANK BALANCE @: 25/04/19 3860.37   

To confirm date of delivery of play bark and sand and arrange working parting of offload and spread 

19. This item is deferred to the June meeting. 

 

 

Dates of the next meetings: 04/06/19 & 02/07/19    Meeting closed at 8.27pm 


